
  
 

“Then they came to Elim where there were twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees, 
so they camped there by the waters.” Exodus 15:27 (NKJ) 
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   Blessed with summer weather well 
into October, Elim residents enjoyed 
prolonged color in the gardens this 
year. Even with the arrival of fall, 
some of the resident gardeners just 
don’t quit and in the midst of fall 
cleanup, they’re already composting 
ideas for next year. 
    The most significant venture 
comes from Elim’s resident Garden 
Committee. At its last meeting, the 
committee decided to support and 
promote the therapeutic garden pro-
ject at the Harrison. The chairman, 
Sam VanRanden, has been talking 
with the managers over there and 
finds the enthusiasm for the  
project is high on all fronts.  
    The committee recommended and 
Elim subsequently hired a horticul-
tural engineer who will be drawing 
up master plans for the southeast 
and the northwest gardens. By next 
spring the drab gardens will be 
transformed into an oasis of calm, 
yet inviting and stimulating thera-
peutic environment for Harrison 
residents to enjoy.  

    But there’s more…
there is no money in the 
budget for therapeutic 
gardens since this con-
cept only came into exis-
tence after the building 
was completed. So the 
Garden Committee’s 
dream is to have these 
gardens be a gift to the 
Harrison from the resi-
dents of Elim Village. 
The committee plans to 
do fundraising in the 
first few months of 2010. 
If the whole village pools 
many one-time small 
gifts, the garden project 
will hopefully be paid 
for by the time it is com-
pleted in the late spring. 
    What better way to promote com-
munity than have the whole village 
support a project that will make a 
significant difference in the lives of 
our most homebound  residents. As 
the Garden Committee works with 
staff to flesh out the details, stay 

tuned for more information. May 
their enthusiasm spread over the 
winter so that we all warmly em-
brace the project and be ready once 
again to show in a tangible way evi-
dence of the strong bond that exists 
between residents of Elim Village. 

Gardeners Compost Ideas for 2010Gardeners Compost Ideas for 2010Gardeners Compost Ideas for 2010Gardeners Compost Ideas for 2010 

Check out colored photos 

of the prolonged summer 

gardens and other pictures 

by clicking “Photo Stories” 

online at:    

   www.ElimVillage.ca 

Did you know…. 
 

   Emerald residents formed a Horticulture Club this past year. Their first  
project was to beautify the second and third floor common area verandas of that 
building. With great love they nurtured an assortment of patio containers into 
an explosion of color.  
    Since no one sits out on the verandas in the winter, the club members are  
relaxing for a few months  and will be back next spring for another round of 
potted grow-ops! 

Residents Hilda Weis-Boeckle, who has spent many 
hours sprucing up the southeast garden of the Harri-
son, and Sam VanRanden, Garden Committee Chair-
man, love to exchange ideas and dreams about how 
the planned therapeutic garden might look.  
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In Short ...In Short ...In Short ...In Short ...    
Oasis Craft Fair Oasis Craft Fair Oasis Craft Fair Oasis Craft Fair     
Sat. December 5 - tables will be 
available for rent. Get started 
on making some crafts and be 
ready to sell them to residents 
and the general public. Watch 
for more info on bulletin 
boards. 
 
 
Talk About InflationTalk About InflationTalk About InflationTalk About Inflation 
Last month the news bulletin 
mentioned that over an eight 
year period Elim residents had 
supplied a total of 2,000 pots of 
soup to the Front Room – an 
impressive number, had it been 
true. Residents cooked once a 
month, not once a week, so that 
number should have been 500. 
Oops! 
 
 
Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!    
A sincere thank you to the ten 
volunteers from Deloitte and 
Touche who came to power 
wash the underground garages 
one Saturday last September.  
The garages haven’t been this 
clean since the volunteers came 
two years ago. Residents of 
Elim Village appreciate all your 
hard work. Thank you! 

 
Up Coming EventsUp Coming EventsUp Coming EventsUp Coming Events    
in the Oasisin the Oasisin the Oasisin the Oasis    
 
Abbotsford Male Chorus 
Sat. November 7 at 7 p.m. 
 

Hymn-Sing-Along 
Sat. November 28 at 7 p.m. 
 

Christmas Concert—with 
pianist Dennis Enns & violinist 
Gillian Gjernes 
Sun. December 6 at 7 p.m. 
 

Salvation Army Concert 
Wed. Dec. 16 at 7 p.m. 
 

Gloria Dei Chorale 
Sat. January 16 at 7 p.m. 

 

Note From Elim Housing  
  The Harrison is slowly filling up and we have surpassed the 100 mark. The 
Emerald continues to remain fully occupied and the waiting list has been re-
built. The independent living units are now fully leased and we are beginning 
a waiting list for the new building “K”. Elim Village continues to be blessed as 
we have a high occupancy rate, even in difficult economic times.  
   Praise to Elim’s marketing department for the wonderful work carried out in 
promoting the village and to the facilities department for keeping the village in 
pristine condition. 

Note From Residents’ Council  
        Council had such a full agenda that instead of one, it held to council meetings  
last month. The quickest way to find out what all happened at those meetings 
is to ask for copies of the minutes from the chairman, George Goertzen. 
    Independent living residents will soon be receiving the minutes from the 
October 28, 2009 Residents’ Association AGM. You will find them under your 
doors. If you still have any questions or concerns that you would like council  
to follow up, please contact the council member for your building. 
    Council will be in a time of transition as George Goertzen, the new chair, 
and two new members (unknown at the time of printing) join the group.   
     The next council meeting will be on Tuesday, November 10 at 9 a.m.     

What’s With That Village Voice?What’s With That Village Voice?What’s With That Village Voice?What’s With That Village Voice?    

Update from the Newsletter Team 
 

After our article last month about “the state of the newsletter”, we had an ab-
solutely overwhelming response of sadness about its possible demise, not just 
from the Elim community but related entities as well. Even our printer guy 
lamented for he reads the newsletter from beginning to end when we send 
him the files. (Right, Ryan?) 
   So we’ve resurrected the Elim Village Voice, at least in part.  The colored high-
lights are back as well as the ads. Our advertisers are solid and it’s because of 
them that residents receive the newsletter for free. For now the newsletter will 

remain a 4-page version but from 
time to time we may bring you an 8-
page edition with the more fluffy sto-
ries as time and health permit.   
    As we spent the last month seeking 
ways to restructure so that we could 
carry on, your kind words have been 
a source of blessing and encourage-
ment. Thank you for them! 

“Losing the Village 

Voice would be like  

losing an old friend.” 
Peggy Champagne - Atlin Resident 

In Loving Memory  
Otto Kielan (1909–2009 )  
 

This was going to be a note of honour about Otto Kielan 
of the Emerald celebrating his 100th birthday. In a way it 
still is, for four days after the big party with family and 
friends,  Otto passed on to a bigger and eternal celebra-
tion with his Saviour. 


